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NOTICE  
HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR 

EXAM AND CERTIFICATION  
 
 
Date:        October 21, 2005 
 
To:           OSHPD Certified Hospital Inspectors and Interested Parties 
 
Subject:   IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW CLASS “C” HOSPITAL INSPECTOR EXAM 
                 AND CERTIFICATION  
 
The Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD), Facilities 
Development Division administers the examinations to certify qualified individuals to 
perform construction inspection and oversee special inspection functions for hospital 
construction projects in California.   Individuals who pass an OSHPD certification exam 
may be hired by the hospitals, and upon approval, will inspect hospital facility 
construction projects including new construction and alterations, modifications and 
additions to existing hospitals buildings.  The OSHPD currently offers hospital inspector 
certification exams for two classifications:  1) Class “A” Hospital Inspectors are those 
individuals certified to inspect the architectural, mechanical, electrical, fire and life 
safety, and structural areas of hospital construction, and 2) Class “B” Hospital 
Inspectors are certified to inspect  the architectural, mechanical, electrical, fire and life 
safety, and nonstructural elements of hospital construction.   
 
The OSHPD is pleased to announce that a new Class “C” Hospital Inspector exam 
and certification is being implemented.  This is a specialty classification which will allow 
an individual to perform inspection in one or more technical areas of hospital 
construction rather than the full scope of inspection that a Class “A” or Class “B” 
hospital inspector is certified to perform.  The Office anticipates administering the first 
Class “C” Hospital Inspector certification exam in January 2006. 
 
The following information provides details on the Class “C” Hospital Inspector 
Certification Exam:  what is required to qualify, how to apply and the scope of the 
exam.    
 

CLASS “C” HOSPITAL INSPECTOR EXAM AND CERTIFICATION 
 
The Class “C” Hospital Inspector may inspect one or more areas of 
construction specialty, including but not limited to the technical specialties listed in 
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the minimum qualifications below.  These inspectors may not inspect the complete 
scope of construction authorized for the Class “A” or “B” Hospital Inspectors.  An 
individual who qualifies to participate in the Class “C” Hospital Inspector exam and 
passes the exam will be certified by OSHPD in this specialty inspector classification. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE EXAM 
 
An individual must possess one of the following minimum qualifications to be eligible to 
take the Class “C” Hospital Inspector certification exam: 

 
1. High school graduation or the equivalent and four years experience involving 

building projects as the representative in testing, inspection or observation of 
construction for an architect, engineer, owner, local building official, local fire 
authority, testing lab, specialty contractor or general contractor, and must 
possess a valid certificate issued by:   
 

Fire Alarm – NICET, Level III  
Fire Extinguishing Systems – NICET, Level III  
Fire Resistive Construction – ICC Building Certification 
Medical Gas Systems – PIPE Certification 
Plumbing – IAPMO Certification 
 Mechanical – IAPMO Certification 
Electrical – ICC Certification 
Concrete (Prestressed and Reinforced) – ICC Certification 
Masonry – ICC Certification 
 Steel –ICC, Structural Steel Certification 
Welding – AWS Certification 
Framing and Drywall – ICC Building Inspector Certification 
Roofing – National Roofing Contractors Association 
Anchorage/Bracing of Nonstructural Components – Certification to be     
administered by the Office 
Architectural—Certification to be administered by the Office    

 
In addition to these certification organizations listed, the Office may accept the 
equivalent certification by a state- or nationally recognized organization.   
[NOTE:  Work experience may be substituted with college education with major 
work in architecture, engineering, building inspection and/or construction on a 
year-for-year basis for a maximum of two years.];  
                                                           or 

 
2. Possess a valid California registration/license as an engineer and two years 

experience involving building projects as an architect’s, engineer’s, owner’s, local 
building official’s, local fire authority’s, specialty contractor’s or general 
contractor’s representative in testing, inspection, or observation of construction;  

or 
 
3. Possess a valid California registration/license as a structural, mechanical, or 

electrical engineer, or a valid California license as an architect.  
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HOW TO APPLY FOR THE CERTIFICATION EXAM 
 
An applicant for the Class “C” Hospital Inspector Certification Examination must submit 
the following items to OSHPD prior to the final filing date announced for a scheduled 
exam: 
 

1. An original application, as provided by the OSHPD, shall be completed and 
submitted to the Office in Sacramento and shall include the exam title, preferred 
examination location (Sacramento or Los Angeles), applicant’s name, mailing 
address and telephone number.  Work experience must include the length of 
employment, type of construction and duties performed. 

 (Note: This address and phone number will be posted on the list for public 
contact and used for OSHPD mailings.) 

 
2. Copies of certificates, licenses, memberships in professional organizations, or 

transcripts indicating educational courses completed by the applicant and used to 
meet the minimum eligibility requirements. 

 
3. Work verification form or letter from current and/or previous employer(s) 

regarding any job which meets the minimum qualifications for the certification 
examination and which includes the applicant’s name, dates of employment, 
position held, duties performed and employer’s signature. 

 
4. An Application Review Fee of $100.00 must accompany the application.  This fee 

is non-refundable. 
 

5. A completed “Statement of Citizenship, Alienage, and Immigration Status for 
State Public Benefits” form provided by the Office and as stipulated in the 
California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 1, Chapter 7, Article 19. 

 
Incomplete submittals may be rejected by the OSHPD and returned to the applicant with 
a statement of reason for non-acceptance.  Upon OSHPD’s review, verification and 
evaluation of the applicant’s qualifications, the Office will notify the applicant, in writing, 
of eligibility or ineligibility for entrance to the requested certification examination.    
 
If an applicant is eligible, a notice of the test dates and locations and a confirmation 
form will be mailed to the applicant.  The confirmation form and examination fees must 
be received 10 working days before the examination date. 
 
FEES 
 
An applicant must submit the “Application Review Fee” (non-refundable) with the exam 
application.  The “Examination Fee” may accompany the application or be submitted 
later with the confirmation form.  All fees must be received prior to participating in the 
examination as listed below: 
 

Application Review (non-refundable)   $100.00 
Examination (Class C)   $100.00 
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Fees shall be made payable to:  “OSHPD”.  Acceptable methods of payment are: check, 
money order, Novus/Discover card, Visa, Mastercard, or American Express.  Payments 
should be submitted and/or mailed to: 
 

Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development 
Facilities Development Division 
Hospital Inspector Certification Program 
1600 9th Street, Room 420 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

 
REQUIRED EXAM MATERIALS 
 
The 2001 Edition of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 1, California 
Building Standards Administrative Code, Chapter 7.  These administrative regulations 
are specific to OSHPD procedures and requirements regarding hospital construction.     

 
NEW EXAMINATION  
 
The examination for Class “C” Hospital Inspector will measure the applicant’s ability to 
identify and understand the application of various requirements of Part 1, Title 24, 
California Building Standards Administrative Code; knowledge of appropriate inspector 
duties and ability to communicate in writing.   
 
In order to be successful in the Class “C” Hospital Inspector Certification Exam, a 
candidate must obtain an overall passing score of at least 75 percent.  Successful exam 
candidates will be issued certification by OSHPD which will allow the inspector to 
perform hospital construction inspection relative to the specialty for which they are 
certified. 
 
The OSHPD administers certification examinations for the Class “A” and  
Class “B” certification every six months in the Sacramento and Los Angeles areas.  A 
special examination for the Class “C” inspector is anticipated for January 2006 and 
additional examinations may be added to the schedule.  The Office is currently 
accepting applications for the Class “C” Hospital Inspector Certification Exam.  Upon 
OSHPD’s approval of an exam candidate’s application, a notice of the test dates and 
locations and a confirmation form will be mailed to the applicant. The confirmation form 
and examination fees must be received 10 working days before the examination date. 
 
Additional information regarding the Hospital Inspector Certification Program, exam 
schedules and application form is available on the OSHPD, Facilities Development 
Division website www.oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/PlanReview/HospInsp.htm.  The Title 24,  
Part 1, California Building Standards Administrative Code containing OSHPD’s 
regulations is available at www.oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/Regulations/index.htm.  Information 
may also be requested by phone (916) 654-3362.  

http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/PlanReview/HospInsp.htm
http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/FDD/Regulations/index.htm
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